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71st. In 1782, when Captain Turner's embassy to Thibet
was undertaken, Nepaul was the principal channel by which
English goods and the produce of Bengal were conveyed to
Thibet; but a glance at the maps of these countries will shew
that the routes from Assam and North-east Rungpoor are
far more direct; the mountains are equally accessible, and
the communication with Lassa consequently much more ex-
peditious than by any other line of intercourse now known
to exist.

72nd. The discovery of the genuine tea plant in Assam,
and the plans now in agitation for extending its cultivation,
in this hitherto neglected portion of Ultra Gangetic India, are
intimately connected with the intercourse now under consi-
deration. Captain Turner estimated, that the value of the tea
consumed in the district of Teeshoo Loomboo alone, amount-
ed to seven lakhs of rupees per annum; and when we remem-
ber that it is imported from Pekin, by a land journey of eight
months' duration, and compare the regions it is compelled to
traverse, with the nature of the country that intervenes be-
tween Assam and Bhootan, and the time that caravans would
respectively employ in reaching the same place from Pekiii
and Gowahatty, it appears far from chimerical to anticipate
a successful result to the competition, which would arise from
the general introduction and culture of the plant in Assam,
with the view of rendering it a staple article of trade with
the regions in which it is so extensively consumed, and where,
from the peculiar mode of preparing it for use, less skill in
its culture would be necessary than in those varieties which
were intended for European markets.

73rd, The progress of research in the hilly tracts on our
Eastern Frontier, leads to the conclusion, that the tea plant
prevails far more generally amongst them than was previous-
ly supposed; the specimens procured from the hills between
the Muneepoor and Kubo valleys have, I believe, been pro-
nounced genuine; and though their peculiar location renders
it improbable that the cultivation could be extended with
advantage in that remote quarter, still the existence of the
plant proves, that no obstacle arising from peculiarity of